Dr Korczak ‘s
Using the text

Use these exercises to help you gain an insight into the characters and themes within the play.

Throughout the play Dr Korczak frequently talks to one of the soldiers:
“Who are you? Look at you-hardly more than a boy.

A boy with a gun. Maybe you’re an apprentice mechanic from Leipzig. Maybe you like dancing.”

In the play the soldier never answers back.

Partner Work

Imagine you and your partner are two German soldiers patrolling the Ghetto. It is freezing cold night and you are your comrade stop to try to warm up and hesitantly you begin a conversation. Use the following ideas to help structure your scene.
1. What can you see as you patrol the streets?

2. Can you hear any noise?

3. What do you both think of the world you are now trying to control?

4. What was your life like before you became a soldier?

5. What do you think of Dr Korczak? Do you think he’s misled are do you have a sneaking admiration for what he is trying to achieve?

6. Do you know Adzio from when he was running wild in the ghetto? Do you think boys like him are worth trying to save?

Partner Work

In Scene 25 Stephanie and Adzio are left alone in the orphanage and hide in the cupboard.

Imagine the conversation the two have them might have before the Germans arrive. Use the following ideas to help structure your scene.

Think about some of the events that have happened during your time in the orphanage.
What do you both think about Dr Korczak?
Try and think what your life was like before you were taken into the orphanage.
What do you think the future holds?
How do you feel and react when you hear the soldier voice 
”All Jews out. All Jews out”
When you improvise this scene think about how you are going to use the space. Remember they are in a cupboard, they cannot move and they both have to be very still. Use the text to help give you ideas e.g. in scene20 they talk about the future.

Remember the ending of your scene is important.

Group Work

One of the key themes of the play is the rights of the individual and in particular the rights of young people. Dr Korczak allows them to set up a court to help them understand the meaning of justice and the difference between right and wrong.
In Scene 11 Adzio is on trial for stealing Bruno’s bread is found guilty and given a just punishment. The scene ends with Stephanie calling for the next case.

In groups of 6 improvise the next court scene. Use some the characters that are named in scene 11 e.g. Stephanie, Bruno. You might like to begin the scene by picking names out of a hat to ensure everyone in the orphanage has a chance for their voices to be heard.

1. Think about day-to-day life in the orphanage? 
2. What kind of “crimes” would go before the court?

3. Could the “crime” involve something or someone outside the orphanage?

4. How will you structure the scene? E.g. Is Adzio involved as a member of the jury?

5. What is the punishment given out? 
6. Who will speak for and against the guilty individual? 
7. What role does Stephanie play? 
8. Is Korczak present?  
9. Does he speak? (Situation cards?)

Train scene
Partner Work
D r Korczak is obviously a key figure within the play. The playwright wants the audience to realise that even in the most terrible of circumstances certain individuals have the capacity to perform acts of great humanity and courage. 
1. Divide the class into pairs and give each pair approximately two scenes each.
2. Each pair makes a list of acts of kindness or courage that Dr Korczak shows 
Egg Scene, Act of one 

Shows an act of courage by challenging the policeman and also takes a risk by taking a boy into the orphanage that could be a troublemaker (possible snazzy table?)
Using the information gathered discuss the character of Dr Korczak.

Lead Questions
1. How do the children feel about him? 
2. How do the authorities feel about him? 
3. Does he have ulterior motives or is a completely selfless individual? Why do the children trust him? Is he Naïve?

Group work

The ultimate act of courage and selflessness that Dr Korczak shows is in Scene24

Actor
“One story told is that just as they boarded the train, a German soldier approached Dr Korczak with a signed document. A high-ranking official had obtained a release for Korczak because of his famous work with children, his writing and ideas. The release was for Dr Korczak alone. He refused it. And got on the train”

Prior to this pardon Dr Korczak has led the children to the train. They march, singing and when they arrive at the train they throw down their armbands.

What do the armbands symbolise?

Why do they throw them down?

Class activity
Make frozen images of the following lines.

· Hold your heads up. Back straight. Proud.

· A silent protest against murder.

Now show frozen images of the following moments.

· The children throwing their yellow armbands onto the cobbles.

· The children’s reaction as the high -ranking official appears.

· The children’s reaction as Dr Korczak is handed the signed document
Rolling Montage
Develop the above image into a rolling montage.

· In groups of 2-3 improvise a scene where the children discuss in stage whispers what the letter is about.

· Decide on a starting and a finishing position for your scene.

· The class is arranged in a circular position and after each group has performed freeze in your finishing position.

· Underscore the montage with a suitable piece of music e.g. Schindler’s List composed by John Williams, performed by Itzhak Perlman

 Activity (images required)
The Warsaw Ghetto and the Orphanage in our minds

For this activity groups of equal numbers are needed.

· Half of the groups look at the image of the Warsaw ghetto, half look at the image of the orphanage. What kind of places are they? How do you imagine them?

·  Imagine walking into the picture-where would you go?  What would you see? Contrasts light/dark; warm/cold; safe/dangerous; narrow/wide; textures/colours; sound/silence; up/down; smells

· How would you describe this place to someone with no sight? Share ideas and build up a word picture of the orphanage/ Ghetto.

· Prepare to give a guided tour to a new soldier Ghetto) new orphan (orphanage)

· Find a partner in the other group and take it in turns to close eyes and be physically led through the space on a “guided tour”

· Individually, walk back, with eyes closed, to the spot where the “tour” was the strongest- when you could really feel or see something. Stop when you get there, and when touched by the teacher tell us what you can see.

Hotseat
CHOOSE THE CHARACTERS OF Stephanie and ADZIO and imagine what their lives were like before the war. Since we know very little about the characters there are no right or wrong answers, but see if you can create characters who seem like real people with lives you can believe in.

Group activity Who is right?
The class is divided into two groups:
Group A one  reads Adzio

Group B one reads Dr ORCZAK

(one can read Stephanie)
Look at Scene 19 , Dr Korczak and Adzio have very different views on how to resist the Nazis.
After you have read it everyone in Adzios group are in favour of  active rebellion, everyone in Dr Korczak group is in favour of passive resistance. Each side has to come up with as many different reasons to support their argument.
Don’t forget to appoint a referee to keep order.

DOCUDRAMA       
The new gcse specification allows you to explore different types of performance genres. The play Dr Korczaks example is an ideal stimulus to explore the genre of Docudrama. Making a docudrama of the play will also allow you to get to know the play, the characters and the time period in which the play is set in a little more detail.                    
What is docudrama?

A docudrama is a play, film or TV programme, which combines the fields of documentary and drama.

One might call a docudrama a non-fiction drama with a focus on real events and real people presented in a dramatic way.
Activity

A TV company wants to make a docudrama on the life of Dr Korczak to be shown as part of holocaust memorial day. 

Here are some ideas you could use:
Dramatic Techniques

At some point in your play you will need to put across key facts and events to your audience. 
Who was Dr Korczak? 
Remember you will also need to keep your audience’s interest.

Think about the dramatic techniques, which will help, you achieve this:

A flashback can give an audience important information about people or events that have happened previously. Eg Imagine old footage had been found of some of the children taking about what the Dr had done for them.
A line story can help move the story along in a quick but also highly dramatic way.
A monologue can give one person’s story. EG Cerniakov view of what the Dr was doing and how the whole situation was making him feel.
A thought bubble can give a variety of different points of view at a key moment.
Structure

A docudrama will give a variety of different stories, viewpoints etc. You need to think how you are going to construct each scene and what your objective is going to be.
Don’t make your play too long. 
Remember how a play is constructed is one of the keys to success.
Language of the Role.

Your play will have a variety of different characters e. g Dr Kor would speak and use very different language to Adzio. Careful research will help you understand and develop the type of character you are going to play.
You will almost certainly need to include some factual information in your play e.g. How many Jews were killed, how many people were taken from the Warsaw ghetto.
Use the Internet and research some key that will give your play a “documentary” feel
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